NO. 34. AN ACT RELATING TO MOSQUITO CONTROL.

(S.37)
It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 6 V.S.A. 8 1085 is added to read:

§1085. MOSQUITO CONTROL GRANT PROGRAM

(2) A mosquito control district formed pursuant to chapter 121 of Title 24

may apply, in a manner prescribed by the secretary, in writing to the secretary

of agriculture, food and markets for a state assistance grant for mosquito

control activities.

(b) After submission of an application under subsection (a) of this section,

the secretary of agriculture, food and markets may award a grant of 75 percent

or less of the project costs for the purchase and application of larvicide. The

mosquito control district may provide 25 percent of the project costs through

in-kind services, including adulticide application or the purchase of capital

equipment used for mosquito control activities.

(c) The secretary of agriculture, food and markets shall make awards under

this section to priority projects to the extent funds are available. In

establishing priorities for individual projects, the agency shall consider the

following:

(1) The history of mosquito breeding in the mosquito control district

based on epizootic mosquito population;

(2) The history of mosquito populations in the mosquito control district

in relation to mosquito breeding areas; and
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(3) A recommendation by the agency of agriculture, food and markets or

a local survey approved by the agency of agriculture, food and markets

regarding local mosquito breeding habitat or adult mosquito populations within

the mosquito control district.

(d) Prior to an award of a grant under this section, a mosquito control

district shall provide the secretary of agriculture, food and markets with proof

of financial insurance for mosquito control activities and shall submit a notice

of intent to apply for a permit issued under section 1083 of this title.

(e) Larvicide application funded in part under this section shall occur only

after the secretary of agriculture, food and markets approves treatment as

warranted within a mosquito control district. The approval of the secretary

shall be based upon a biological assessment of mosquito larvae and pupae

populations by a technician trained and approved by the agency of agriculture,

food and markets.

(f) The secretary of agriculture, food and markets may use state funds

appropriated for mosquito control assistance under this section for mosquito

control projects or studies that are in the best interests of the state when an

appropriate mosquito control district is not available or not eligible to receive a

grant.

(0) The secretary may adopt rules to carry out the provisions of this section.

Sec. 2. 24 VV.S.A. § 4831 is amended to read:

8§ 4831. CREATION OF COMMITTEE
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The legislative branch of any two or more municipalities may by agreement
create a joint municipal survey committee to plan for the strengthening of local
governments and to promote plans for more efficient and economical operation
of local government services within or by the participating municipalities. For

purposes of establishing a mosquito control district under chapter 85 of Title 6,

a municipality may create a municipal survey committee under this section

with all the powers and duties that a joint municipal survey committee

possesses under this chapter.

Sec. 2a. STATEWIDE POLICY FOR MOSQUITO CONTROL

The agency of agriculture, food and markets shall propose a statewide

policy for mosquito control and abatement. The proposed policy may take the

form of draft leqgislation. On or before January 15, 2008, the agency of

agriculture, food and markets shall report to the house and senate committees

on agriculture with the proposed statewide policy required by this section.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect upon passage.

Approved: May 18, 2007
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